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MASS SHOOTERS & ASSAULT WEAPONS
mass shooting incidents
Mass shootings have taken place consistently throughout American history, in every region of 
the country. Over the last 30 years, however, assault weapons and firearms equipped with large-
capacity ammunition magazines—which hold more than 10 rounds—have proliferated, allowing 
assailants to become much more destructive. As the following analysis shows, the results have 
been deadly for Americans.
As part of our non-partisan mission to prevent violence at the Citizens Crime Commission of New York City, 
we track mass shootings. Our Mass Shooting Incidents in America database catalogs shootings in which four 
or more victims were killed in a public place unrelated to another crime since 1984. Between June 1984 and 
June 2016, there were 72 such incidents—46 (64%) of 
which involved a perpetrator armed with an assault 
weapon or firearms equipped with a large-capacity 
magazine.
Assault weapons and large-capacity ammunition 
magazines were outlawed for 10 years between 1994 
and 2004 as part of the federal Assault Weapons 
Ban, providing us with periods for comparison in 
order to determine the ban’s impact on mass shooting 
casualties. The results are startling.
Between June 1984 and June 2016, shooters who used assault weapons and large-capacity 
magazines killed or injured 301% more people than those who did not. There were nearly 
1,000 victims in those incidents—186% more killed than when a non-assault weapon or regular- 
capacity magazine was used, and 523% more injured.
Perhaps the most important finding is that the federal ban clearly reduced mass shooting casualties: 
The number of people killed or injured in mass shootings involving assault weapons and large-capacity 
ammunition magazines during the decade of the ban was nearly half what it was in the decade before (145 
v. 241); and it was a third of the number of casualties since (541 from September 2004 through June 2016).
SHOOTERS WHO USE ASSAULT WEAPONS AND LARGE-CAPACITY AMMUNITION MAGAZINES
ARE MUCH MORE DESTRUCTIVE THAN THOSE WHO DO NOT.
THE RESULT HAS BEEN DEADLY FOR AMERICANS.
JUST SEVEN STATES AND THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA BAN ASSAULT WEAPONS 
AND IMPOSE RESTRICTIONS ON LARGE-
CAPACITY AMMUNITION MAGAZINES  
(CA, CT, HI, MD, MA, NJ & NY).
LAX ENFORCEMENT IN OTHER STATES 
STILL MAKES THESE STATES VULNERABLE 
TO HEAVILY ARMED MASS SHOOTERS.
Assault weapons and magazines holding more than 10 rounds were made illegal by 
the Assault Weapons Ban in 1994. Since it expired in 2004, the number of people 
killed and injured from mass shootings where an assault weapon or firearm equipped 
with a large-capacity magazine was used has TRIPLED.
DURING BAN
9/1994 - 9/2004
TOTAL INCIDENTS 16
TOTAL VICTIMS 177
AFTER BAN
9/2004 - 6/2016
TOTAL INCIDENTS 38
TOTAL VICTIMS 660
BEFORE BAN
6/1984 - 9/1994
TOTAL INCIDENTS 18
TOTAL VICTIMS 321
ASSAULT WEAPONS
&/OR >10 ROUNDS
OTHER GUNS
≤10 ROUNDS
INCIDENTS 11
KILLED 65
WOUNDED 80
TOTAL VICTIMS 145
INCIDENTS 25
KILLED 273
WOUNDED 268
TOTAL VICTIMS 541
INCIDENTS 5
KILLED 25
WOUNDED 7
TOTAL VICTIMS 32
INCIDENTS 13
KILLED 81
WOUNDED 38
TOTAL VICTIMS 119
INCIDENTS 10
KILLED 97
WOUNDED 144
TOTAL VICTIMS 241
INCIDENTS 8
KILLED 46
WOUNDED 34
TOTAL VICTIMS 80
= 10 VICTIMS
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ASSAULT WEAPONS &/OR >10 ROUNDS: 927
OTHER GUNS ≤10 ROUNDS: 231
301% MORE KILLED AND INJURED WITH ASSAULT 
WEAPONS & LARGE-CAPACITY MAGAZINES
THAN WITH OTHER GUNS (6/1984 – 6/2016)
MORE THAN HALF OF MASS SHOOTINGS BETWEEN JUNE 1984 AND JUNE 
2016 INVOLVED A PERPETRATOR ARMED WITH AN ASSAULT WEAPON OR 
FIREARM EQUIPPED WITH A LARGE-CAPACITY AMMUNITION MAGAZINE.
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6/1984 - Ianni's Club (Dallas Night Club), TX 
7/1984 - McDonald's Restaurant, CA 
4/1987 - Palm Bay Shopping Center, FL 
1/1989 - Cleveland Elementary School, CA 
9/1989 - Standard Gravure Corporation, KY 
6/1990 - General Motors Acceptance Corporation, FL 
10/1991 - Luby's Cafeteria, TX 
7/1993 – 101 California Street Law Firm Office, CA 
12/1993 - Long Island Railroad, NY 
6/1994 - Fairchild Air Force Base, WA 
7/1995 - C. Edwin Piper Technical Center, CA 
12/1997 - Caltrans Maintenance Yard, CA 
3/1998 - Connecticut State Lottery Headquarters, CT 
3/1998 - Westside Middle School, AR 
5/1998 - Thurston High School, OR 
4/1999 - Columbine High School, CO 
9/1999 - Wedgewood Baptist Church, TX 
11/1999 - Xerox Office Building, HI 
12/2000 - Edgewater Technology Office, MA 
2/2001 – Navistar, IL 
7/2003 - Lockheed Martin, MS 
11/2004 - Hunting Camp, WI 
3/2005 - Living Church of God (Brookfield Sheraton), WI 
1/2006 - Santa Barbara Postal Center, CA 
3/2006 - Capitol Hill After Party, WA 
4/2007 - Virginia Tech, VA 
10/2007 - Crandon High School Homecoming Party, WI 
12/2007 - Westroads Mall, NE 
2/2008 - Northern Illinois University, IL 
4/2009 - American Civic Association, NY 
11/2009 - Fort Hood, TX 
8/2010 - Hartford Beer Distributor, CT 
1/2011 - U.S. Rep. Gabriel Giffords Congress on Your Corner, AZ 
9/2011 - Carson City IHOP, NV 
7/2012 - The Dark Knight Rises -  Movie Theater Shooting, CO 
8/2012 - Sikh Temple of Wisconsin, WI 
9/2012 - Accent Signage Systems, MN 
12/2012 - Sandy Hook Elementary School, CT 
6/2013 - Santa Monica College & Residence, CA 
7/2013 - Hialeah Apartment Building, FL 
10/2014 - Marysville-Pilchuck High School, WA 
6/2015 - Emmanuel AME Church, SC 
7/2015 - Military Centers, TN 
10/2015 - Umpqua Community College, OR 
12/2015 - Inland Regional Center, CA 
6/2016 - Pulse Orlando Club, FL 
Number of Victims: 
DURING BAN
9/1994 - 9/2004
TOTAL VICTIMS 145
BEFORE BAN
6/1984 - 9/1994
TOTAL VICTIMS 241
AFTER BAN
9/2004 - 6/2016
TOTAL VICTIMS 541
Killed Wounded 
ASSAULT WEAPONS & LARGE-CAPACITY MAGAZINES 
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 
8/1986 - US Postal Service Office, OK 
2/1988 - ESL Incorporated, CA 
11/1991 - University of Iowa, IA 
11/1991 - Royal Oak Postal Shooting, MO 
5/1992 - Lindhurst High School, CA 
10/1992 – Watkins Glen Dept. of Social Services, NY 
8/1993 - Luigi's Italian Restaurant, NC 
12/1993 - Chuck E. Cheese, CO 
4/1995 - Walter Rossler Company, TX 
2/1996 - Fort Lauderdale Parks Municipal Building, FL 
9/1997 - R.E. Phelon Company, SC 
12/1999 - Radisson Bay Harbor Inn, FL 
8/2003 - Windy City Core Supply Warehouse, IL 
12/2004 - Damageplan Show, OH 
3/2005 - Red Lake High School, MN 
10/2006 - West Nickel Mines Amish School, PA 
2/2007 - Trolley Square Mall, UT 
2/2008 - Kirkwood City Council, MO 
6/2008 - Atlantis Plastics, KY 
3/2009 - Pinelake Health and Rehab, NC 
11/2009 - Forza Coffee Shop, WA 
6/2010 - Yoyito Café-Restaurant, FL 
10/2011 - Salon Meritage, CA 
4/2012 - Oikos University, CA 
5/2012 - Café Racer, WA 
9/2013 – Washington Navy Yard, DC 
Number of Victims: 
Killed Wounded 
OTHER GUNS ≤10 ROUNDS 
DURING BAN
9/1994 - 9/2004
TOTAL VICTIMS 32
BEFORE BAN
6/1984 - 9/1994
TOTAL VICTIMS 80
AFTER BAN
9/2004 - 6/2016
TOTAL VICTIMS 119
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PRACTICES MORE EFFECTIVE THROUGH INNOVATION, RESEARCH, AND EDUCATION. 
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METHODOLOGY
To identify mass shootings and the weapons used, the Crime Commission reviewed descriptions of shootings 
found in news reports and lists created by government entities and advocacy groups. For the purpose of the 
this report, mass shooting is defined as four or more victims killed. Additional analysis criteria: occurred in a 
public place, and was unrelated to another crime (e.g., robbery, domestic violence). Information for this analysis 
has been compiled from publicly available sources. Every effort has been made to obtain the most accurate 
information, however, contradictions may exist between this analysis and other sources. As the ATF does not 
require police departments to collect data related to the capacity of a firearm’s ammunition magazine and the 
media does not always report the details of the weapons used, this analysis does not cover an exhaustive list 
of mass shootings.
www.nycrimecommission.org
